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8th Annual Leeds Grenville Economic Development Summit a sell-out 

KEMPTVILLE – A capacity crowd turned out to the Leeds Grenville Economic 

Development Summit here Friday to hear the latest on the state-of-the-art Giant Tiger 

Distribution Centre under construction in Johnstown. 

Approximately 200 business owners, non-for-profit organizations and government 

representatives from throughout the area and neighbouring counties filled the North 

Grenville Municipal Centre hall for the 8th annual Summit focusing on “Growth and 

Rejuvenation.”  

Leading off the day with a joint keynote address were Giant Tiger Stores Ltd.’s Paul 

Wood, Executive Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer., and Mike Quinn, Vice-

President of Warehousing and Distribution. 

“The Johnstown Business Park hits the bull’s eye for us,” Mr. Wood said while providing 

the audience with an update on the 600,000-square-foot facility currently under 

construction. Its massive size is the equivalent of 10 football fields and the largest build 

in Giant Tiger’s history. 

“It offered everything we needed in terms of optimal location, transportation, 

accessibility and potential to support future growth to service our stores efficiently,” Mr. 

Wood said of the warehouse site in Edwardsburgh Cardinal Township. “In addition, it 

allowed us to build in a region that shares values with our Giant Tiger roots and is 

community focused.” Construction began in April and the facility is expected to open in 

2018. The 300-acre site overlooking the St. Lawrence River allows for future expansion. 

The yearly summit is hosted by the Counties Economic Development Department in 

partnership with Gord Brown, MP Leeds-Grenville, 1000 Islands and Rideau Lakes, Steve 

Clark, MPP for Leeds-Grenville, along with the 1000 Islands, Valley Heartland and 
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Grenville Community Futures Development Corporations and the 1000 Islands Region 

Workforce Development Board. 

The day featured a wide range of speakers and presentations.  Afternoon keynote 

speaker Darren Dalgleish, CEO of the St. Lawrence Parks Commission, talked about his 

team’s experiences with strategic business renewal to increase interest and customer 

volume. The Commission has major parks and attractions on 3,000 hectares of land 

bordering the St. Lawrence River. New product development this year included the 

construction of the treetop Skywood Eco Adventure Park at Brown’s Bay in Front of 

Yonge Township. 

Attendees also heard informative presentations on the Brockville Railway Tunnel, the 

1000 Islands Boat Museum in Gananoque, the Opinicon Resort in Rideau Lakes and the 

new initiative called Rideau Canal “150 and Beyond.” 

“The high attendance at today’s event is an impressive demonstration of how the region 

has come together to recognize the importance of economic development in their 

communities,” said Ann Weir, Economic Development Manager with the United 

Counties of Leeds and Grenville and master of ceremonies of the event. 

“The private and public sector investment being made in this region is significant. 

Leaders here today should be proud of the work that has been accomplished and 

excited about the future,” Ms. Weir said. 

Nominees for the Bill Thake Memorial Award for Economic Development Leadership 

were Joe Moulton, of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal, and Robert Noseworthy, 

of the Municipality of North Grenville. Both nominees were honoured with certificates 

from Warden David Gordon and Marlene Thake, wife of the late Bill Thake. 

This year’s winner is Robert Noseworthy, President and CEO of Westerra Homes & 

Developments. As a community ambassador, he is credited with attracting many new 

residents, investments and business to North Grenville, including Lapointe 

Developments, a company now building the multi-million dollar, 100-room Kemptville 

Retirement Living residence. He has supported more than 20 non-profit organizations 

over the past 8 years. Mr. Noseworthy is Chair of the Kemptville District Hospital 
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Foundation Board, which is embarking on a $2-million Campaign for the Modernization 

of Clinics in 2017. 

A companion media release is available providing more background on the award 

nominees and their volunteer work in the region. Biographies are also found in the regular 

event package. 
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Ann Weir, Economic Development Manager, 

United Counties of Leeds Grenville 

32 Wall Street, Suite 300, Brockville, ON, K6V 4R9 
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